frequently associated with the failure of radiotherapy to control the local disease (Withers 1965) ).
Other chapters of absorbing interest are those by Strickland on the treatment of carcinoma of the body of the uterus, by H L Kottmeier on ovarian cancer, by K D Bagshawe on the treatment of trophoblastic tumours, and that by H Limburg et al. on chemotherapy of gyn=cological cancer.
This reader's final impression is that so much new knowledge can be properly used only by large units, with enough specialized staff and facilities to apply the knowledge, and learn from experience in a reasonably short time. This country, with a few exceptions, sadly lacks these units and contributes too little to progress in treating gynecological cancer. This volume is the first of a series in which it is proposed to publish the annual symposia of the Association, and the present subject was chosen in the belief that the relationship of biological membranes to the pathogenesis of disease will become a major concern of pathologists. Few will disagree with this, but it is not easy to discern the rationale that determined the individual topics for the nine contributions in the book.
There are three papers concerned with different aspects of membrane ultrastructure and organization as investigated by the electron microscope. One of these, that by Parsons, is a valuable critique of the main problems in the interpretation of ultrastructural observations made with contemporary electron microscope techniques, together with an indication of future developments in this field. By contrast, Sjostrand's contribution represents a view of membrane structure that is undoubtedly controversial, and there is no comparable contribution from any of the investigators holding differing views.
Individual contributions are presented on drug metabolism, ion and water shifts in cell injury, endocytosis, the infectious cycle of vaccinia virus, membrane glycoproteins (only 6 pages), and mitochondrial biogenesis in rat liver. Each of these chapters is interesting, but they are of widely differing length and there is no obvious relationship between many of the contributions. It is therefore difficult to recommend this slim and relatively expensive volume for personal purchase, although it will find a place in medical libraries as an interestingpot-pourri. This is a valuable series which does much to ease the problem of maintaining contact with neurological literature, medical and surgical. A very wide range of subjects receives consideration and the list of references provided is in itself of real value. In addition, and surprisingly, it is pleasant to browse through the pages and discover how many of the reviews are of interest and value. It is thus a strong stimulus to further selective reading. The editors deserve our thanks for such a work. J Its aim, stated in the preface, is 'to provide information on mammalian radiation, including man, and to discuss the physio-pathologic problems with respect to human extrapolation. The paramount interest of this book is to set forth biological, pathological, and experimental data in a comprehensive fashion useful to researchers, clinicians, students, and the academic body as a reference book and informative text book'. The editor has assembled a galaxy of talent to provide individual chapters on specialized subjects, and the names of such international authorities as, for instance, Elkind and Withers, Zeman, Maisin, Lacassagne, Lindop, van den Brenk, and Mathe, are a guarantee that their contributions will be authoritative. The informed reader will therefore
